ADOPTED - APRIL 12, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 30
Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE AN AGREEMENT WITH BINDER PARK ZOO 

FOR A VETERINARY FELLOWSHIP
 
RESOLUTION #22 – 180
WHEREAS, the Potter Park Zoo is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) and must meet standards established by the association; and

WHEREAS, AZA standard 2.0.1 states, “The institution should adopt the Guidelines for Zoo and Aquarium Veterinary Medical Programs and Veterinary Hospitals, and the policies developed or supported by the American Association of Zoo Veterinarians (AAZV)”; and 

WHEREAS, the AAZV Guidelines for Zoo and Aquarium Veterinary Medical Programs and Veterinary Hospitals states, “Veterinary coverage must be available 7 days/week, 24 hours/day for any zoo or aquarium regardless if a full-time or part-time veterinarian supplies the coverage. Appropriate contractual and schedule arrangements must be made at all zoos and aquariums to permit this availability”; and 

WHEREAS, the Potter Park Zoo employs one full-time veterinarian who provides a high level of medical care for the animals housed at Potter Park Zoo; and

WHEREAS, the Potter Park Zoo full-time veterinarian earns paid time off and needs to utilize this time off throughout the year; and 

WHEREAS, Binder Park Zoo in Battle Creek, Michigan employs one full-time veterinarian and one veterinary fellow annually; and 

WHEREAS, Binder Park Zoo invited Potter Park Zoo to partner by utilizing the veterinary fellow for medical services at Potter Park Zoo; and

WHEREAS, the veterinary fellow will provide veterinary coverage when the Potter Park Zoo full-time veterinarian is not available; and

WHEREAS, Potter Park Zoo is requesting to enter into a five-year agreement with Binder Park Zoo in an amount not to exceed $12,000 annually to utilize the services of the veterinary fellow; and

WHEREAS, the funds are available in the Zoo Fund line item #25869200-706100-31000.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes entering into a five-year agreement with Binder Park Zoo for a veterinary fellowship in an amount not to exceed $12,000 annually, effective upon execution of the agreement. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make the necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board Chairperson is authorized to sign any necessary documents consistent with this resolution after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Trubac, Cahill, Crenshaw, Sebolt, Slaughter

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis, Naeyaert     Approved  04/04/2022

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Peña, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  04/06/2022

